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Mattatuck Museum to honor four with Brass Button Awards in Waterbury 

January 17, 2025 

WATERBURY — Mattatuck Museum will honor four community members for their service at its 16th 

annual Brass Button Awards dinner and reception June 26 at the museum, 144 West Main St. 

Given to those who have “made exceptional contributions to Greater Waterbury, and are committed to 

the cultural and social enrichment of the community,” this year’s Brass Button Awards will honor Post 

University CEO John Hopkins and Mary Rosengrant-Chiappalone, principal of Waterbury-based real 

estate appraisal firm Biondi and Rosengrant. Both are frequent volunteers at community nonprofits. 

Hopkins’ experience “includes running a global luxury hotel company, senior housing, health care and 

education,” according to a Mattatuck news release. In addition to being a Baldrige Award recipient, he 

has won the Stevie Award, Maverick CEO of the Year and two-time Company of the Year. 

Rosengrant-Chiappalone serves on the board of the Waterbury Regional Chamber and was a recipient of 

the Chamber’s Malcolm Baldrige Leadership Award. She chaired the 2012-2013 United Way of Greater 

Waterbury fundraising campaign, where she remains a board member. She also is a member of the 

Palace Theater board and has served on several other community boards, including those of the 

Mattatuck and Seven Angels Theatre. 

For the second year, the Mattatuck will present the Waterbury Clock Legacy Award to Dave and Melissa 

Martin “in recognition of their significant philanthropic contributions and unwavering commitment to 

community service.” 

David Martin served the city of Waterbury for 31 years in the fire department, including eight years as 

chief. After retirement, he became executive director of Northwest Connecticut Public Safety 

Communications and senior director at Drew Marine. He also has been an active volunteer at Waterbury 

Youth Services, the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Waterbury, United Way of Greater Waterbury, Palace 

Theater, Waterbury YMCA and Francis Xavier Plaza. 

Melissa Martin is a cancer survivor and founder of Waterbury’s “Pink Out” campaign. She was an English 

teacher at Sacred Heart High School for 17 years and now works as a school counselor at Washington 

School in Waterbury. She is a member of the Connecticut School Counselor Association board. 

The Martins also cochaired the 2020 Saint Mary’s Hospital Foundation Gala. 

For tickets, sponsorships or donations, contact Jennifer Johnston at 203-753-0381, ext. 110, or 

jennifer@mattmuseum.org. For information, visit mattmuseum.org/support/brass-button 

 


